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INTRODUCTION
The perception of criminal justice in society is strongly influenced by
macro-societal factors such as the status of the economy (Dobryninas et.
al., 2012). Perceptions of criminal justice can also be explained by
psychological factors. This research shows the influence of economics
and psychological factors on criminal justice perceptions. The economy
has a temporal component to it, in which economic upswings and
downswings occur, which in turn influence perceptions of criminal justice
(Chase-Dunn, 1991). Two major immediate macroeconomic problems that
are often associated with slowdowns in the economy are unemployment
and inflation. Lithuania is a country rising in the core-peripheral hierarchy,
shifting increasingly towards a service and high export value economy
(Giedraitis et al., 2012). We first discuss theoretical economic factors, then
will illustrate the theory with empirical data.

A comparison between attitudes of contraband-buyers and not-buyers
revealed that contraband buyers see criminal justice officers as less
honest, good, polite, responsible, sensitive to others, trusted, and
brave (Table 2).

The purpose of the present research was to investigate the relationship
between economic factors and public attitudes toward contraband as well
as emotional responses to the criminal justice system.

METHODS
Interview data was used for our research. The data was collected in
the country of Lithuania in May 2012. The method of data collection
consisted of an interview with a standardised questionnaire. The
sampling technique was multistage random sampling, and the number
of respondents: N = 1005 (48% males, 52% females).

RESULTS
If person’s willingness to obtain contraband goods is greater than
tendency to express some attitudes is higher: he/she is treated
unfairly, all people in Lithuania are not treated equally by the law and
penalties for criminals are unfair (these are presented in Table 1).

Those who would buy contraband tend to be less satisfied with their
lives (t(895)=-5.83, p<0.001) than people who would not buy
contraband (M=3.60, SD=1.77 and M=4.39, SD=1.70 accordingly).
Moreover, they tend to express negative emotions to criminal justice
system more often (see Table 3).

CONCLUSIONS
•Perceptions of criminal justice in Lithuania are dependent on
economic cycles.
•Tolerance of the Lithuanian population for the shadow economy
also
creates favorable conditions for its very existence. The shadow
economy is often neither condemned, nor rejected as immoral
activity in Lithuania.
•Whether someone in Lithuania buys contraband impacts their
perceptions on the criminal justice system. Namely, they tend to
be
more critical of it.
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